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A CASE OF VICARIOUS MENSTRUATION. 


While out of town ona recent holiday I was consulted by a young 
woman, the ensemble of whose symptoms constituted what might be 
called “Grave Hysteria,” with vicarious menstruation superadded. 
Owing to the factor of distance and the probable absence of 
remuneration, I declined taking the case out of the hands of the 
local physician; but, as the existence of such a phenomenon as 
vicarious menstrution had been recently denied by a leading English 
authority, I was sufficiently interested in the matter to take notes on 
the case before me. 

The young woman was 22 years of age, unmarried, of fair com- 
plexion, physically well developed, and employed as servant ina 
small family. Her neighbors considered her a monomaniac on the 
subject of her own disease, and local gossip had prepared me to 
meet an oddity. On her stepping in to see me, my curiosity was at 
once aroused; her protuberant abdomen and prominent breasts 
appeared to tell their own story. I had been previously assured, 
however, that the girl was virtuous, a good, religious girl, anda 
weekly communicant. The mania for admiration, characteristic of 
hysteria, leads hysterical persons to join societies, go to church, 
fairs, any places where men congregate. 

As the young woman moved to the indicated chair she appeared 
to lack control of her feet, to drag them along stumblingly, and 
showed a considerable halt, due to hysterical hip or knee joint. 
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Once seated and entered into conversation, I noticed a shiver-like 
jerking, a fibrillary twitching of the entire muscular system, and on 
examination this proved to be continual and more marked on the 
right side. It effected her voice in such a manner that one unac- 
customed toher, and standing with his back to her would on hearing 
her speak, expect if he turned round to find her wrought up to that 
pitch at which a woman, if not relieved by. tears, falls into a hyster- 
ical fit. This state of nervous tension was eommon to her and had 
been so for almost two years. 

I noticed next that her breathing was very rapid and superficial, 
and on actual count found the number of respiration—4o per minute, 
I desired her to breathe less often and fill her lungs more completely. 
She tried to do so but either could not or would not succeed. Rapid 
respiration had become habitual and the respiratory act appeared 
confined to the upper lobes. On questioning her about the lungs 
she gave me her menstrual history. Menstruation first occurred at 
the age of seventeen and she had menstruated physiologically but 
three times since that date, the last appearance being about nine 
months ago. Vicarious mensturation, in the form of passive 
hemoptysis appeared some three months ago and she has menstru- 
ated in this way every three weeks since. She can, for a day or two 
before each period, feel that a “bleeding spell” is coming on her, 
and the flow once established she goes to bed and stays there for a 
week. The hemorrhage usually continues for five or six days with 
one “bad day ” during which the loss of blood is almost continuous. 
Iiolding her head down as she lays abed, the blood runs from her 
mouth about as rapidly as it does from the nose in mild epistaxis. 
Hemoptysis continues in this way for about three hours, then inter- 
mits an hour, and recommences. She suffers considerably from 
dyspnoea during the whole period. 

On her divesting sufficient clothing to allow me to sound her 
lungs, I had an opportunity to examine her mammez. I found them 
as large and pendulous as would be expected had the patient been 
a very large woman of lax fibre, nursing a third child, but they were 
void of milk and other presumptive signs of advanced pregnancy. 
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Portions of the skin in the infra-clavicular and mammary regions 
were hyperesthetical and showed traces of eczema. The upper 
half of the chest was almost barrel-shaped, and the scaleni and 
sterno-cleidomastoidei hypertrophied, but the drawing forward of 
the shoulders, anterior curvature of the spine, and the stoop which 
accompany pulmonary emphysema were absent. Expiration was 
neither labored nor prolonged. 

Her next menstrual period was expected in two days, percussion 
elicited exaggerated pulmonary resonance from the upper, and as 
marked a dulness from the lower lobes. Auscultation yielded a 
corresponding puerile respiration and an almost complete lack of 
expansion. The vesicular murmur was not wholly absent in the 
lower lobes however, but appeared to mingle with the bronchial 
sounds and thus produced a broncho-vesicular respiration. The 
second sound of the heart was accentuated at the pulmonary orifice. 
Thus then the physical signs were meagre, but there was something 
in them which created the impression that the.lungs were weighted 
down, anchored by the lower lobes. 

To satisfy my curiosity on another point, I asked and obtained 
permission to make a vaginal examination, I found the labia 
minora increased much in size and protruding beyond the labia 
majora; this particular change in the external organs is almost path- 
ognomonic of masturbation. While examining these parts the 
patient developed considerable sexual excitement and was nigh 
falling into a hystero-epileptic fit. The hymen was ruptured in part 
and very elastic, becoming more relaxed as passion increased. Thus 
the hymen became but a dubious flag-signal which might mean 
either of two contradictories. It is my experience, however, that 
masturbators, as a rule, do not imitate the sexual act by introducing 
foreign substances into the vaginal canal. On the contrary, 
they stimulate the sensitive external parts by crossing the legs and 
chafing them together, or they employ the hand or a substitute for 
it over the vulva—the vaginal canal remaining untouched. 

Vaginal examination showed what, in my opinion, was a virgin 
uterus; it was retroverted however, and the left ovary tender. 
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Retroversion is common among masturbators and when met with in 
an unmarried nullipara should be regarded with extreme suspicion. 
Ovarian tenderness and pain in connection with the above symptoms 
also taken as evidence of masturbation. I accused this young 
woman of the habit; she denied the practice but her general state 
as well as the conditions of her genitals, external and internal, 
furnished strong presumptive evidence that she lied. Masturbation 
was the probable cause of her nervous symptoms. 

Mentally this young woman was uncommonly irritable at times. 
She complained further, of dull frontal headache, extending by 
times to the temples and at other times accentuated in the bregmatic 
region. Left intercostal neuralgia was well marked as was also pain 
in the hip and knee joints of the same side, pain in the small of the 
back, lumbar neuralgia extending on the left side around the rim of 
the hip and into the left ovary coccyxodgnia, numbness of the parts 
when seated, numbness by times in the left thigh and a prickling 
sensation in the whole limb. Palpitation and the hysterical ball 
rising inthe throat were common; her feet were always cold and 
often perspiring, appetite poor, vomiting frequent, bowels consti- 
pated and micturition frequent. 

My notes on the case being rather lengthy, and I having a grow- 
ing faith in homceopathy will conclude by asking some intelligently 
educated homosopath among the /Journa/ readers to suggest treat- 
ment from his particular standpoint. G. 





EXTRACT FROM A LETTER IN RELATION TO THE 
MEETING OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE. 

The meeting at Deer Park was equal to any of those previously 
held, in scientific attainment. Many of the papers were a result of 
hard study and thorough research. Some gave evidence of text- 
book quotations rather than that of original labor; a majority how- 
ever, were abreast and even in advance of the lines of medical 
thought. Socially the meeting was a great success. Nothing could 
surpass the pains-taking effort put forth by the agents of the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad for rendering the meeting a pleasant one. 
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Their forethought and watchful care were constantly apparent from 
the beginning to the close of the session, and culminated in a ban- 
quet, Thursday evening, of unusual variety and elegance. 

The only draw-back comes from the fact that the remoteness of 
the location, from the large business centres, deprived the Institute 
from securing public recognition which it still greatly needs. The 
policy, carried out of late years by its managers, that of avoiding 
large cities, deprives the Institute of a powerful means at its com- 
mand for developing its political influence, by the publication of its 
proceedings in the daily press. 

The old-school, wiser in its day and generation, never fails to 
appropriate these influences by holding its sessions at the most 
important political and business centres, and then securing the daily 
publication of many columns of its proceedings. 

The Institute therefore, for once at least, wisely decided to hold 
its next meeting where.these potent agencies will be freely made 
use of. Yours, . H.M. PAINE. 





THE TRAINED NURSE AS A TEACHER. 


May I tell you what a good trained nurse may teach, and can 
teach? How to recognize a fever, how to compare the temperature 
of the several parts of the body, and how to equalize them; she 
knows that ever so many feeble children might have been saved, if 
but the feet and legs had not been allowed to get cold; how to bathe, 
when, and when to stop; how to regulate the position of the head— 
I remember quite well the case of inflammatory delirium which would 
always be relieved by propping up the head—how to treat intelli- 
gently an attack of fainting; how to render cow’s milk digestible by 
repeated boiling, or lime-water, or table, or farinaceous admixtures; 
how to feed in cases of diarrhoea; how to refuse food in case of 
vomiting; how to apply and when to remove cold to the head; 
how to ventilate a room without draught; and a thousand other 
things. She will also use her knowledge and influence in weaning 
the public of the use of nostrums, concerning which hardly any- 
thing is known except what you have to pay for the promises of the 
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label. She will break the public of the indiscriminate use of quinia, 
with its dangers possible for life; cure you of the tendency of making 
the diagnosis of malaria the scape-goat of every unfinished or 
impossible diagnosis; she will teach you that the frequent and reck- 
less domestic use of chlorate of potassium leads to many a case of 
ailment, to chronic poisoning possibly in the shape of Bright’s 
disease, or to acute poisoning with unavoidable death. These are 
but few of the things she can do, and but a little of the knowledge 
she can best distribute. With the aid of the class of women who 
frequent our training schools, the public at large must and will 
gain, in a short time. Let the number of schools be increased, and. 
increase the number of pupils, and every one of them will bea 
teacher and an apostle of sound information on sanitary and hygienic 
subjects. And let nobody leave this place to-night without intending 
to aid an institution as helpful as this—Popular Science Monthly. 





SURGERY IN THE TREATMENT OF NERVOUS AND 
MENTAL DISORDERS OF WOMEN.* 


BY M. P. HUNT, M. D., DELAWARE, OHIO. 


GENTLEMEN:—There has been a wonderful stride in the past 
quarter of a century in the art of surgery. Our journals and 
society reports are filled with accounts of operations which, a few 
years ago, would have seemed absolutely fool-hardy, if not utterly 
impossible. The per cent. of recovery in capital operations is far 
in advance of what it was twenty-five years ago, and deformities 
which were then considered incurable, the patients being obliged to 
go through life helpless, and their lives shortened by the suffering 
incidental thereto, are now made comfortable, if not entirely cured. 

In every branch of the art great improvements have been made 
in the instruments used for operating and diagnosis, in the manner 
of operating, and in the after-treatment of the, patient; but in no 
department has the improvement been more marked than in that of 
gynecological surgery—and it is to this department in its connection 


* (Read before the Central Ohio Hom, Medical Society, March 6, 1884.) 
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with the nervous and mental disorders of women that I wish more 
especially to call your attention to-day. 

That there is an increasing tendency to nervous and mental 
disorders amongst women, made more manifest within the past few 
years, you will all admit. The functional connection between the 
cerebro-nervous and reproductive system is apparent in nearly all 
chronic uterine and ovarian complaints. From the beginning of 
menstrual life until the menopause, at every catamenial period, 
there are observed as coincident some manifestations of hysteria. 
When menstruation is normal in every respect then this disturbance 
may be so slight as to be overlooked; but at every deviation from a 
purely healthy menstruation, as well as at the climacteric period of 
life, there are symptoms varying from the most trivial hysterical 
complaints to the gravest forms of cerebro-nervous disease—all 
traceable to reflex irritation of utero-ovarian origin. 

It is not my intention to treat of the subject in a general way, 
although it is one of much interest, but will confine myself to what, 
to my mind, is the chief cause of the nervous and mental troubles 
with women who have borne children, viz: lacerated cervix, 

In discussing this subject thoughtfully, it is important that we 
recall some of the principal points in the physiological anatomy of 
the uterus. \ 

1. The uterus, with its accompaniments, the ovaries, is the most 
important factor in the female economy. 

2. In structure, except bone and cartilage, it is the densest tissue 
in the body. 

3. It is not very well supplied with sensitive nerves, “but is 
literally overlaid and inlaid with sympathetic nerves.” 

These, important facts must be constantly borne in mind, as no 
correct estimate of the subject can be made without them. If now, 
after a laceration of the cervix uteri, the torn surfaces are left to 
unite, if they unite at all, by granulation, what is the consequence? 
A scar is of coarse formed, and this being a hard, unnatural tissue— 
a foreign body, as it were—it encroaches upon the branches of 
sympathetic nerves, and securing one within its grasp, slowly, but 
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nevertheless most surely, tightens its grip thereon until, not being 
able to defend itself, it refers its condition back to neighboring or 
remote ganglia. 

Previous to this, the patient may not have had a symptom other 
than that of general depression, and even now there may be no 
indication of trouble at the point of pressure; but, the general 
constitution soon sympathizes with the local trouble and the patient 
looses flesh, is melancholy, has dyspepsia, headache, palpitation of 
the heart, neuralgia; becomes despondent, hysterical, anxious, 
excitable or irritable to the verge of insanity. Time progresses, and 
so, generally, does the disease, and she leads a miserable existence, 
every-symptom grows worse, life becomes a burden, and finally death 
claims her as his own through that most baneful of all channels, 
cancer, which is a very common sequela of lacerated cervix, or she 
lives the “worse than death-life”’ in some lunatic asylum. 

As a physician, you are called upon to treat just such cases. In 
the subjective symptoms, as you see, there is no reference to any 
uterine trouble. In fact, the patient, as a rule, can honestly deny 
any pain in the womb or pelvis, and may think it highly presumptuous 
on your part to inquire so particularly into her “private” affairs. 
The probabilities are she has been through the hands of every 
physician within her reach, and has been “doctored” for every evil 
under the sun except the right one, and unless you wished to be 
classed with the unsuccessful ones, you will insist on having a full 
and succinct history of the case, and upon making the necessary 
local examination. In eliciting the history you will probably find 
that your patient will date her career of invalidism from the com- 
mencement of parturient life, or from some particular birth. 

In making the local examination, the important thing to determine 
is, of coarse, the presence of cicatricial tissue; this carries with it all 
the other signs which may, or may not, be present, viz: hypertrophy 
from sub-involution and chronic congestion, granular erosion, cystic 
degeneration, displacement, etc. You can obtain a better idea of 
the presence of this tissue with the patient in Sim’s position, and 
with the speculum and proper tenacula little difficulty will be 
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encountered; but the extent of the cicatrix, whether to or beyond 
the vaginal junction, can only be determined by the knife. 

You have made your examination and are clearly satisfied as to 
the origin and cause of her trouble. Now as to treatment? 

Medicines will not cure her, for she has probably had them from 
“Warner’s Safe Kidney Cure” to the 2cm of Sulphur. Local 
treatment ?—that will palliate, and will relieve the inflammatory 
action, but will not cure the case. Whatthen? As usual, as a “last 
resort,” surgery comes to our aid with a safe and efficient means of 
cure, viz: trachelorrhaphy. : 

Gynecological surgery is indebted to Dr. T. A. Emmet for having 
first recognized the significance of this lesion, and given us the means 
of cure. His first paper on the subject was read in 1869, after having 
operated for seven years. Since then the operation has gradually 
risen in favor until now it is recognized as one of the most important 
contributions ever made to surgery. But there are some who, even 
now, condemn the operation as a bold, bloody, and unnecessary 
interference, claiming that “the end does not justify the means;” 
but I say to you, gentlemen, there is no operation in surgery to-day 
that gives as prompt and satisfactory results as trachelorrhaphy. 

If, from the “totality of symptoms” the operation is “indicated ”’ 
then let your patient have the benefit of it, for it will cure her, and 
it is very certain that nothing else will. 

The operation should not be performed while the uterus or its 
connections are in a state of engorgement, or if there be any 
remaining signs of pelvic cellulitis, haematocele, or their remnants in 
the shape of light adhesions, or any signs of cancer. The patient 
should have every advantage possible, and while she is going through 
a course of dieting and medicinal treatment to prepare the general 
system for the operation, you will make the necessary local applica- 
tions to reduce all signs of inflammation. If, after persistent 
treatment, signs of inflammation and cellulitis still remain, be very 
guarded in your prognosis, as the result may be anything but 
flattering. 

I will not detain you with the methods of operating, nor the 
details, as I wish to cite a case from my note-book which has 
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interested me very much, as it has opened up a new subject, new to 
me at any rate. 

Case.—Mrs. P., aet. 40; twelve years azo was the happy, contented 
wife of a farmer living in Morrow county, near Delaware, O., the 
mother of three children, and about to become a mother again. She 
passed through her confinement without, seemingly, any accident, 
but made a poor “getting up.” In the course of time she began to 
show some signs of insanity; was melancholy, irritable, fretful, and 
easily crossed; finally made attempts on her own life and that of her 
babe, and at last became a raving maniac. She was kept in the 
Central Asylum at Dayton for a period of seven or eight years, and 
finally sent home as “incurable.” Her friends were then obliged to 
keep her in the insane department of the County Infirmary, as it was 
impossible to keep her under the proper restraint at home. Here 
she remained until the gth of November last, when, at the urgent 
solicitation of her husband and friends that something be done for 
her, my father, Dr. J. B. Hunt, advised the operation for lacerated 
cervix, and on that day, assisted by my father and Drs. Ballard, of 
Shelby and Wintermute, of Delaware, I operated. She took the 
anesthetic very kindly, and I had no trouble in removing the 
cicatrized tissue, although the laceration was of the multiple or 
stellate form, and extending beyond the vaginal junction. 

There was a great deal to contend with in the management of this 
case, both before and after the operation. She had no preparatory 
treatment except such as could be given at one or two examinations 
previously made, and there was considerable engorgement and erosion 
about the cervix, but no adhesions. Then, during the after-treatment, 
it was impossible to keep her quiet until the stitches were removed; 
but, notwithstanding all this, she made a good recovery, and when, 
on the tenth day, the stitches were removed, I found the wound had 
healed nicely. With the exception of nausea and vomiting for a few 
hours after, from the anesthetic, there were no bad symptoms. The 
highest temperature was 9834. 

I must here acknowledge that my faith was very weak. That the 
operation might have been of benefit performed earlier in her trouble, 




















NERVOUS AND MENTAL DISORDERS OF WOMEN. 17! 


looked reasonable; but here was this woman who had been mentally 
dead for more than ten years—all of this time under restraint—and 
it seemed to me that, even though the cause were removed, there 
must necessarily be organic lesions which would interfere with her 
ultimate recovery. But ‘seeing is believing.” It is now nearly 
four months since the operation was performed, and the patient is 
slowly but surely improving. She is at home and under no restraint; 
takes considerable interest in her home affairs; talks intelligently, 
looks after her children, sees that they are sent to school in time; 
sweeps, sews, and does innumberable little things about the house 
which are natural fora woman todo. The improvement is, of course, 
more marked to her husband and friends, as they are the ones most 
interested, and those things, which she does now, they say she has 
not done since her estrangement. I may bea little premature, yet 
I am sure that within the next year the improvement will be such 
that she will once more be the happy, contented wife of her husband 
and a mother to her heretofore orphan children. : 

This is an important subject, gentlemen, and worthy of careful 
investigation. I have operated on cases bordering on insanity,whose 
lives were utterly miserable, and simply to exist was seemingly 
unbearable; who were anxious and willing to do anything with even 
a possibility of relief. I have had the satisfaction of seeing these 
cases get well; but this is the first operation of the kind I have 
performed for insanity, nor have I heard of its performance 
elsewhere. 

Tait’s operation has been performed several times with success, 
but I have not heard of trachelorrhaphy in this connection. There 
is a general failure to recognize utero-ovarian disorders amongst the 
insane in our asylums by those having them in charge. Perhaps the 
chief reason of this is that amongst those suffering from mental 
disease there is a “peculiar insensibility to physical suffering,” 
caused by malnutrition of the nerve-centers; no complaint being made 
by the patient, the “fountain head” of her trouble is overlooked. 

The case just related is only one among thousands, and if she is 
benefitted, why not others who are in the same condition? Emmet 
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says: “at least one-half of the ailments among those who have borne 
children are to be attributed to lacerations of the cervix.” Goodell 
says, that “about one out of every six women suffering from uterine 
trouble has an ununited laceration of the cervix,” and I will venture 
to say that a large proportion of the women restrained in our lunatic 
asylums to-day are there unnecessarily, as they are merely arising 
from neglected uterine or ovarian disorders, and that a large per 
cent. of them might be restored to their homes and friends by a 
proper tecognition and appropriate treatment of the disease. 

Here is the difficulty: The medical superintendants of our asylums, 
however competent in every other respect, are not, as a rule, 
gynecologists, and are therefore incapable of pronouncing any 
opinion concerning the necessity for uterine treatment, or advising 
as to the manner in which this should be carried out. Therefore it 
seems to me that in any future legislation on the subject of insanity 
some arrangements should be made whereby parties suffering from 
this cause should have special gynecological advice available. In 
all of our lunatic asylums, public and private, too little attention is 
paid to this subject. 

Let us then, as a representative society, give this subject careful 
thought, and if the opportunity offers, practical investigation. I will 
report further in regard to the case offered at the next meeting, and 
also another of the same nature, only more recent, which we have 
under treatment.— Zhe Medical Counselor. 





ANASTHESIA BY THE RECTUM. 


Attention has very recently been called to the production of 
etherization by the rectum, and reports are streaming in from all 
points relative to the new idea. The modus operandi is to place a 
quantity of ether in a bottle, to which a flexible tube is attached, 
armed with a nozzle at the end, such as is employed in administering 
an enema. The ether is warmed by immersing the bottle in water 
at a temperature of 120 to 145 degrees, when the vapor is driven 
into the bowel. The rectum may or may not be prepared by an 
injection or a cathartic to empty it. You had better clean it out if 
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you try the new method. The gut is forcibly distended, the vapor 
is absorbed, the odor is detected in the breath in two or three 
minutes, and in a few minutes, usually, anesthesia is well under way. 
Little ether is needed; one ounce has produced profound uncon- 
sciousness, and two or three ounces are enough, from reports, to 
quit the most obstreperous person.. Is the plan safe, practical, 
sensible? We think not. Diarrhoea almost invariably follows its 
use; severe dysentery has taken place. Dr. Weir, of New Yerk, 
reports one death already from it, and more will surely follow, if 
surgeons rush into the last new notion as they all do with innovations. 
The quantity evaporated may be controlled; the abstraction of the 
volume unabsorbed in the bowel should threatening symptoms arise 
is not so easily managed. Usually wind w// escape per anum, if 
dilatation is practised, but it seems not so with ether; rectums have 
been distended experimentally, but the vapor did not always rush 
out promptly when solicited. Let us ask our readers to be cautious 
in this novel procedure. The quantity of vapor in the lungs at any 
time may be nicely graded, but you do not know how rapid or how 
slow absorption is from the bowel. There is as yet absolutely 
nothing to recommend the new plan, except the economy in ether, 
and this is a slight matter. In many reported cases, the oral method 
of administration had to be used to control the case, which hints, at 
least, to the possibility that the new idea is not fundamentally 
correct.— The Medical Bulletin. 





CHOOSING MODELS FOR BABIES. 


Those who have attended the Parlor Meetings of the Patrons and 
Members of the Institution of Heredity are aware that Mrs. Cynthia 
Leonard thinks that one can get up almost any style of a baby 
desired, by having the mind of the mother so occupied and inter- 
ested as to promote the development of offspring of any chosen 
pattern. We have recently received from an intelligent lawyer of 
Illinois a letter containing an instance somewhat confirmatory of 
Mrs. Leonard’s theory. It will be remembered that some years ago 
the Christian Union issued a premium representing a little girl 
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carrying a pet kitten. The child had a pleasing face and was 
especially happy in the possession of her pet. Well, it appears from 
this letter that the wife of this lawyer had the picture referred to 
framed and placed in her sitting room with the remark that she was 
going to havea little girl just like that picture. The husband 
laughed at the remark at the time, but he says now that he must 
confess that the resemblance is so striking that several have noticed 
it who knew nothing at all of the history of the matter. He says 
“T am half inclined to believe that there is something in it.” The 
little girl is now four years old and is said to be the picture of health, 
and as the proud father says is a “lump of sunshine.”—/ealth 
Monthly. 

QueEry: Did the child have a kitten in its arms when born?— 
[Ep.] 


HOW TO CLEANSE AND BLEACH SPONGES FOR 
SURGICAL OR GYNAZCOLOGICAL USES. 


Dr. L. Curtis in the U. S. Med. [nvestigator says: Having made 
the sponges free from sand and calcarious matter by gently beating 
them, wash them in water, squeeze them as dry as possible and then 
place a few at a time in a solution of Permangenate of Potassa, 
made by dissolving one hundred and eighty grains of the salt in five 
pints of water, and pouring a portion of the solution into a clean 
glazed vessel. Let them remain a few moments until they have 
acquired a dark mahogany-brown color, when they are to be 
squeezed by hand to free them from the solution. They are then 
dropped a few at a time into a bleaching solution made as follows: 
Hypo-sulphite of soda, ten ounces; water, sixty-eight fluid ounces; 
when dissolved, add five fluid ounces of Muriatic acid. 

This solution should be made the day before being wanted for use 
in order that the sulphur precipitated by the acid may be easily 
separated. This solution is poured off from the sulphur, and if 
necessary, is strained through muslin into a glazed vessel. The 
sponges are allowed to remain in this solution a few moments, 
squeezing them with the hand occasionally in order that every part 
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may be reached by the fluid, then squeeze out and wash through 
several waters to rid them of the sulphurous odors. They may be 
completely deodotized by washing them in a weak alkaline solution 
of Bicarbonate of soda, about one hundred grains to the pint, and 
then washing through several waters to free from any traces of the 
alkali. Much caution must be used in this last operation lest the 
bleaching effect of the previous solutions be partly neutralized. 
When the sponges are early dry, immerse them into a solution of 
Glycerine water, one-half ounce to the pint, squeeze them as dry as 
possible, and dry them in the shade—be sure and not let direct sun- 
light on them until dry. They will be as soft and white as wool. 





ADULTERATION. 


This is an age in which people are being rapidly educated toa 
high degree of skepticism. They have come to have a distrust of 
everything in the shape of food, drink and other commodities which 
come to them from unknown sources. And it is not to be wondered 
at when almost every daily payer for months past has been teeming 
with the frightful nastiness of the oleomargarine disclosures. They 
are told that it is no longer necessary to buy eggs in the shell, but 
that they can buy the “ Hen Fruit ” minus the shell by the quart or 
gallon. That while it is not strictly ovarian in its production, it 
amounts to the same thing. We have not carefully examined the 
article and are not capable of judging. 

The very mention of an adulterant carries to the general mind, 
something deleterious, injurious, cheap and dishonest. As cheapness 
implies generally inferiority, it would seem that the widespread 
antipathy to adulterating agents was well grounded. 

So thoroughly imbued have people become with this distrust of 
almost all products, that they look for it in everything of daily use, 
In their search for it, their imaginations often overreach them, and 
they are heard decrying this or that article as being adulterated, 
when in truth it is quite up to standard. And then again, a product, 
which according to tradition has always been up with certain agents, 
is, by the apostasy of some go-ahead individuals, put out under a 
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new process. Listen to the outcry. He is adulterating! But slowly 
—is he using an adulterant ? 

This has been thoroughly illustrated in the last session of the 
Pennsylvania State Pharmaceutical Association. In the report of 
the Committee on Adulteration, one of the correspondents reported 
to the chairman that Aqua Ammonia, and the Aqua Ammonia For- 
tior of the U. S. P., now supplied by the manufacturers, was 
considerably below the U. S. P. standard, with the exception of that 
of Dr. Squibb. Now, considering that we have among us such 
people as Powers & Weightman and Rosengarten & Sons, we think 
this was not only a rather strong statement to make, but one which 
should not have been embodied in a report to be laid before the 
State Association to adopt. 

There were those, however, in the meeting who were thoroughly 
qualified to speak upon this subject, and it was found that instead 
of the productions of others than Dr. Squibb, being below grade, 
they were from two to five per cent. above standard. 

While it is certainly the duty of the Association to adopt and 
place on record the truth as found; yet it is hardly proper to accept 
it as a fact upon the mere statement. This being a matter of im- 
portance both to the public and certain reliable manufacturers, it 
was most assuredly right and fitting that it be thoroughly ventilated 
and the exact facts arrived at, as was done. 

In the same report we find “Syrup Hypophosphites Comp., U. S. 
P,, prepared in Boston, was found to be made with glucose instead 
of cane sugar.” 

It is evident from the tone of this portion of the report, that those 
who prepared it were not cognizant of the fact that the National 
Academy of Sciences have of late examined into the composition 
and nature of this article, and made a very exhaustive report 
upon it. 

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue in his letter requesting 
the examination of this substance says: “ This office desires to be 
informed as to the saccharine quality of this product as compared 
with cane sugar, and especially as to its deleterious effect when used 
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as an article of food or dink, or as constituent elements of such 
articles.” 


The fourth division of the report opens with this question. “Is 
the use of Glucose or Grape Sugar injurious to health?” The 
reply of the committee is in the following language. “ First, the 


manufacture of sugar from starch is along established industry, 
scientifically valuable, and commercially important. Second, the 
processes which it employs at the present time, are unobjectionable 
in their character and leave the product uncontaminated. Third, 
starch sugar as thus made and sent into commerce, is of exception- 
able purity, uniform composition, and contains no injurious sub- 
stances. Fourth, that though having at the best but two-thirds the 
sweetening power of cane sugar, yet starch sugar is in no way 
inferior to cane sugar; there being no evidence before the committee, 
that maize starch sugar, either in its normal or fermented condition, 
has any deleterious effect upon the system even when taken in large 
quantities.” This report is signed by Prof. Barker of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, as chairman; Prof. W. H. Brewer, of Yale; 
Prof. Wolcott Gibbs, of Harvard; Prof. Charles F. Chandler, of 
Columbia; Ira Resem of the Johns-Hopkins University, and there 
is no reason for doubting either the thoroughness or the reliability of 
their investigation. 

This then would seem to indicate that this article, although a 
cheaper one, was not in the ordinary sense of the word an adulter- 
ant, and from its uniform purity and cheapness rather desirable. 

That portion of the report relating to annatto is rather amusing. It 
seems extremely odd to us that any one should want to pay anything 
per pound for “ brick dust, lead, stones, etc,” We have interrogated 
others who deal in annatto, and we find that they can always obtain 
a good article by paying the price usually asked for a good article. 
If the member is really in earnest about the matter and wants a 
first-class annatto, and is willing to pay the price for it, we can 
inform him where to get it. 

We are of the opinion, that after all, a large number of com- 
plaints made of the adulteration in drugs are distinctly traceable to 
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the unwillingness of many dealers to pay the ruling price for first- 
class, pure articles. The obtaining of pure drugs depends largely 
of whom they are purchased. If you deal with a house which has 
a high reputation, you will almost invariably obtain good materials. 
They have their reputation to maintain and cannot and will not 
jeopardize it for the sake of the trifling gain accruing from so small 
a business. They cannot afford it. They have too much at stake. 
If in your commercial intercourse with a firm, you find that they 
have several grades of one article, you will be the gainer by drop- 
ping them. You may be likely, by mistake of a clerk, to get the 
inferior goods, after having paid for a superior article. 

That adulteration is reprehensible is unquestionable. It is dis- 
honest, and our civil and criminal code takes cognizance of this 
wherever the matter is brought to light. We are always willing and 
ready to assist in any line that has for its object the exposing of 
fraud, deterioration and adulteration of drugs, and agree with Mr. 
Kelly, who said,“ * * * * * * constant hammering would 
result in eliminating the practice from the trade.” Let us hammer. 
— The Druggists’ Journal. 


HOW TO COOK WATER. 


I must tell you the old story of how the late Charles Delmonico 
used to talk about the new hot water cure. He said the Delmonicos 
were the first to reccommend it to guests who complained of having 
no appetite. “ Take a cup of hot water and lemon and you will feel 
better,” was the formula adopted and the cup of hot water and the 
lemon juice in it take away the insipidity. For this anti-bilious 
remedy, the caterers charged the price of a drink of their best liquors 
—twenty-five cents or more—and it certainly was a wiser way to 
spend small change than in alcohol. “Few people know how to 
cook water,”’ Charles used to affirm. ‘The secret is putting good, 
fresh water into a neat kettle, already quite warm, and setting the 
water to boiling quickly, and then taking it right off to use in tea, 
coffee or other drinks, before it is spoiled. ‘To let it steam and 
simmer and evaporate until the good water is all in the atmosphere, 
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and the lime and iron and dregs only left in the kettle—bah! that is 
what makes a great many people sick, and is worse than no water 
at all.” Every lady who reads this valuable recipe of a great and 
careful cook should never forget how to cook water.—Chicago 
Livening Journal. 








Editorial. 


BUSTED. 


The Court of Appeals has decided that the United States Medical 
College, and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Buffalo, were 
not established according to law, and thus ends the chapter. The 
College of Physicians and Surgeons was chartered in 1879, under a 
general law, together with some fifteen others, all of which had be- 
come extinct with the exceptions of the two named above. It acted 
in good faith, and taught or tried to teach, a// that was good in both 
Homeeopathic and Allopathic schools. The first year there were 
thirty-two matriculants, the second sixty-four, and was growing so 
rapidly that the Allopathic branch of the profession became jealous, 
and instituted legal proceedings against it, aided by a few 
Homeeopath’s in Buffalo, who were disappointed candidates for 
chairs when it first commenced. They were successful; the Special 
and General Terms of the Supreme Court deciding in their favor. 
Then an act was passed the Legislature, and signed by Governor 
Cornell, legalizing all scientific and literary Colleges and Univer- 
sities organized under the law of 1848, and its amendments, which 
had reported to the Regents in the last two years. This was done 
for the express purpose of legalizing these Colleges. Then the 
New York Courts decided that ‘zs law did not relate to Medical 
Colleges, and so the case was taken to the Court of Appeals, which 
has also rendered a decision sustaining the opinions of the lower 
Courts. The story is much longer, but this is a brief statement 
made for the benefit of the “dusy practitioner.” This not only sets 
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at rest forever the legality of any Medical College organizing under 
the law of 1848, and its amendments, but the idea of anything per- 
taining to Medicine or Surgery being scientific. 

We fought our antagonists with all the tenacity of an English 
Bull Dog, or like a Spartan defending his home in the mountain 
fastnesses, for over three years, only tobe overcome by the enemy 
being too much forus. While the experience has cost us, personally, 
over $2000, we feel that the expenditure has not been a loss as our 
course has demonstrated the fact that we die hard, when we feel 
that we are in the right. When matters began to assume a dubious 
aspect, we had introduced a bill, which passed the Legislature and 
was signed by Governor Cleveland, legalizing the past acts of the 
College, so that a// of its graduates stand on a legal footing with 
those from any Medical College in the land, thus removing any in- 
jury that might otherwise obtain. 

In throwing up the sponge, we admit that it is with great regret, 
for we cherished the hope that this institution was destined to be 
of great usefulness in teaching a system of medicine devoid of pre- 
judice and filled with, what we believed to be, the true system to 
which all physicians must eventually adhere to. 

The different arguments were conducted, on our side, by able 
lawyers, at first by Tracy Becker, Esq., and subsequently by Geo. 
Clinton, Esq., whom we employed for their legal lore and acumen 
and we have never had reason to doubt but that they used every en- 
deavor to accomplish the end sought, and we here desire to express 
to them our sincere thanks for their powerful efforts in our behalf. 

To the trustees of the institution we also wish to express our un- 
bounded thanks and admiration for their wise counsel and inde- 
fatigable friendship, and assure them that the zeal they manifested 
in our cause has been fully appreciated and will not be forgotten. 
They were composed of the best men in the city, and we were al- 
ways proud of their names in our annual announcements. 

We bow gracefuliy to the powers that be, without the slightest 
feeling of animosity towards our antagonists, in this matter, for if 
we were not established on a legal basis we did not wish to continue. 
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To those who have lied about us we extend our everlasting scorn 
and contempt. 

Some of the daily papers have treated us fairly, while others, 
like the Daily Mews, and two or thiee others, have acted so 
contemptibly, that we cannot feel very friendly towards them, 
Instead of aiding institutions of learning, they are the kind which 
will allow prejudice to have its full sway, and strive to ruin what 
they should otherwise build up. 

So far as any personal aggrandizement is concerned in this mat- 
ter, we must plead innocent, for as soon as we could succeed in plac- 
ing this institution on a firm footing we intended resigning, as de- 
clining health admonished us that overtaxation was very injurious. 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Buffalo, must now be 
considered as defunct, unless some philanthropic individual comes 
forward and endows it with $50,000, which, of course, cannot be ex- 
pected. To the forty applicants for admission to our next course 
we can only advise them to go to the Homeeopathic College in New 
York, or one of the two in Chicago. They are splendid institutions 
and one can acquire as much in either, in a three years study, as 
his brain can possibly hold. 

This journal, which was organized for the benefit of the College, 
will be conducted as before and will still advocate the system of 
Medicine which is denied the College by the Courts. Jn this “we 
have got them.” 

In writing the obituary of the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
we feel that we are consigning a glorious institution to the past, but 
we are consoled by the fact that there are over forty monuments 
erected to its memory, nearly all of which will reflect the highest 
honor upon it. 





MEDICAL CENSORS. 


Prof. Huxley says: “A large number of people seem to be of 
the opinion that the state is bound to take care of the general pub- 
lic, and see that it is protected against incompetent persons and 
quacks. I do not take this view. I think it is much more wholesome 
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for the public to take care of itself in this as in other matters.” It 
seems to us, that if the public is deeply interested enough in its own 
welfare to desire the exclusion of quacks and clairavoyants, it should 
take the matter in its own hands and prosecute the unlawful persons 
rather than to place it in the hands of a few physicians. It looks 
now very much as though the physicians were the only parties inter- 
ested, and that this method of procedure must be pursued in order 
to protect ¢hem from the quacks! To protect them from the quacks! 
How sad to contemplate the jossidility of an admission from an 
educated physician, that he must invoke the law to protect him from 
the ignorent quack, thereby admitting that he is no match for him. 
It would seem to us far better, if he were to use his time in perusing 
his books, rather than spending it in collecting evidence to convict 
a person who seems to be crowding him to the wall. For our part we 
never feared them nor do we now. If we are not sufficiently 
enlightened in our profession to protect us from this irregular class, 
we are ready to fall without a grunt. 

As a general rule, it will be noticed that it is not the physician 
who is successful in his practice and who can keep up his end in all 
things pertaining to medicine and surgery, who advocates these laws 
and insist on prosecuting these poor, miserable beings. They are 
composed of those who have but little to do, and always feel that 
they might meet with success if it were not for some one else step- 
ping in and grasping the plum just as they were about to reach out 
for it. They have but little else to do but to sit down and think 
over the successes of their rivals, become jealous and then go in for 
kicking up a row. But the most sickening part of it all is, their 
arduous efforts in trying to make the people believe that it is all for 
its dear sake; that they have no interest in the matter only to save 
the lives and protect the health of the community! We would as 
soon trust our lives in the hands of many of these quacks, as in 
theirs. A medical man who has all he wishes to do, and is success- 
ful in his chosen profession, does not care a rap for these charlatans 
and feels that if the “dear people"’ wants them, it can have them and 
if it does not want them it can take care of them without any of his 
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aid or suggestions. Show us a physician who is always whining 
about quacks and forever seeking the aid of the law to drive them 
out and we will show you one who has missed his calling. He should 
enter the ministry and try to reform the people. Try to enlighten the 
masses who will always patronize such classes, law or no law, until 
light is let into their beclouded and deluded brains. We find that 
such good works are in progress all over the country and physicians 
are trying to educate the people in relation to their anatomy and the 
various diseases that afflict them. The motive, in many instances, 
should not be inquired into, as it might smack of advertising, just a 
little. 


BACTERIA. 


The British Medical Journal says, that it is very easy to find 
organisms in any disease if the proper methods of preparations be 
observed, but it is very much more difficult, and far more important 
to establish that there is any connection between the organism and 
the disease. 

This is the idea that we have held to ever since the germ theory 
has been entertained, That bacteria are present in almost every form 
of disease is beyond questioning, but that there is a separate and 
distinct specific germ propagating these separate diseases is a ques- 
tion which is yet to be proven. May it not be possible that the air 
all over the universe is laden with one form or kind which is the 
carrier of the various diseases? Wherever there is decomposition, 
we find them propagating. In scarlet fever, small pox, measels and 
the like, they are found in innumerable quantities, filling the air and 
contaminating the clothing, but are they not the same species only 
coming from different diseases where they germinate the specific 
disease? It has been demonstrated that if an abscess is opened so 
that the air cannot reach the pus, bacteria is absent, but where de- 
composition takes place, exposed to the atmosphere, they are found 
and increase in abundance. In diphtheria, as soon as the false 
membrane begins to break down, they can be found; and, as they 
infest the atmosphere around the bedside, they may carry the con- 
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tagion. In yellow fever they abound when the climate is adapted 
to the growth of the disease, and as they hatch out and mature, they 
cut loose from their birth place and transport the disease to other 
victims, and are only checked in their destructive career by a severe 
frost which destroys the disease but not the bacteria. Do not the 
same bacteria propagate in the decomposition of vegetation, coming 
from it laden with malarial poison, as well as coming from India 
with the cholera? It seems to us that tuberculosis is caused from 
hereditary tendencies, although of course, it may be acquired, and 
that the nucleus is deposited in the lung from an irisufficient power 
to carry off the effete material and that persons who are predisposed 
to tuberculosis naturally fall victims to the ulcerative process, and 
that, as soon as this takes place and the ulcerated surface comes in 
contact with the air, bacteria infest the diseased portion. If, then, 
persons who are highly susceptible to this disease, come constantly 
in contact with the patient, they may be more apt to contract it by 
constantly inhaling the bacteria. But cases are very rare where such 
phenomena have been observed. 

Cannot it be possible that all the vast amount of study that has 
been bestowed upon this subject, really amount to nothing, from the 
fact that it is directed to the deasts of burden rather than to the 
burden itself? It seems to us that the answer is in the affirmative 
and that we must go back of the present returns, to find the causes 
of the different diseases with which we are called to cope. It may yet 
be found that bacteria are the resu/ts of disease, rather than the 
disease itself, and that they carry the contagion in the place of Jdeing 
the contagion. 

We have no doubt of the fact that bacteria increase and intensify 
diseases, particularly those of a suppurate character, and therefore, 
anything that will destroy them will hasten the recuperative process, 
hence, the importance of using disinfectants in surgery. By 
excluding the air, they are excluded also, giving nature a better 
opportunity to repair the injury. 
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Book HRotices. 





Some of the Diseases of the Rectum and the Homeopathic and Sur- 
gical Treatment. By Mortimer Ayers, M. D., Chicago, Duncan Brothers, 
1884. 

This is a small work of 78 pages, on subjects that have attracted 
considerable attention of late and particularly the one on hemorrhoids. 

The author has condensed the subjects on which he treats as 
much as possible and yet be comprehensive. The work only treats 
on the most common diseases of the rectum, and mostly expresses 
the results of his own experience. He illustrates his subjects by 
cases in his own practice. The first chapter is on Hygiene of the 

Rectum; then Ulcers, followed by Fissures; Pruritis; Prolapsus; 

Hemorrhoids; external and internal; Abscesses; Fistulas and the 

Surgical and Homeeopathic treatment. We have had many inquiries 

for just such a work, and here it is. Send for it, practice by it and 

you will save much suffering. 


North American Review. 

The immemorial institution of trial by jury, which for centuries 
has been regarded as one of the most essential rights of the citizen, 
and one of the most effective barriers against absolute power, is 
itself on trial to-day, and is required to show cause why it should 
not be discarded and amore effectual method of administering 
justice substituted for it. Some suggestions for the improvement of 
the existing jury system, presented by Judge Robert C. Pitman in 
the Worth American Review for July, under the title of “ Juries and 
Jurymen.” “American Economies,” by Prof. Van Buren Denslow, 
is a lucid and forcible exposition of the grounds upon which the 
protection theory of national economy is based. Judge Noah Davis 
writes of “‘ Marriage and Divorce;” Dr. P. Bender, whose subject is 
“The Annexation of Canada,” sets forth the advantages likely to 
accrue to the United States from the absorption of the Canadian 
provinces; Prof. D. McG. Means, in an argument against “ Govern- 
ment Telegraphy,” subjects the management of the Post Office toa 
most searching criticism; Charles T. Congdon writes of “ Private 
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Vengeance;” and, finally, there is a symposium on the “ Future of 
the Negro,” by Senator Z. B. Vance, Frederick ‘Douglass, Joel 
Chandler Harris, Senator John T. Morgan, Prof. Richard T. 
Greener, Gen. S. C. Armstrong, Oliver Johnson, and others. 





How to Grow Fine Celery. A new method by Mrs. H. M. Criper. Price 
25 cents. 


Those fond of this fine vegetable should secure this little work. 





Catalogue of Physicians and Surgeons, who have received certifi- 
cates from the Board of Examiners of the Medical Societies, of the 
State of California authorizing them to prdctice medicine and surgery 
in said state. By authority of the Board of Examiners, R. H. 
Plummer, M. D., Recording Sec’y., June 30th, 1883. 





ADDRESS on Practical Medicine by John V. Shoemaker, M. D., 
Chairman of the Section of Practice, etc. Delivered before the 
American Medical Association at the thirty-fifth annual meeting 
held at Washington, D. C., May 7th, 1884. 





We are in receipt of asupplement to “ Zhe Medical World,” 
Philadelphia. “ Zhe Urine In Disease.” Arranged by Louis Lewis, 
M. D., M. R. C. S. England. It gives the abnormal ingredience 
with specific gravity; reaction with litmus; quantity; characteristics; 
how to detect them with different tests; remarks and therapeutical 
notes, etc. This is all arranged in tabular form on a large sheet so 
that it can be framed. It will save a great deal of time in looking 
up tests, etc., and is one of the best that we have ever seen. It is 
a premium that goes with Zhe Medical World, one of the best 
medical journals published. All for $1 a year. The chart is worth 
$20 to the “busy practitioner.” Address C. F. Taylor, M. D., 
Editor and Publisher of Zhe Medical World, 401 South 8th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 























NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


Aecws and Miscellany. 





SPECIMEN LETTER, verbatim, from an Illinois doctor, licensed by 
that particular (?) board: The names are left out, of course. It 
the board would like them, however, we can furnish them. 

June 14th 84 

S. N Brayton M D 

Dear Sir I am the man who wants to know of the men Masons | 
you wrote To Frank Please asertain the one that was formaly a res- 
ident in Ont Co N. Y Whose Wifes Sister. Wife of 
——Deceased Formally of—— : this Mrs had a 
Cancer in her Brest Which I Cured teling her to wait 1 year Before 
she Paid me in full now if they are able I think they will Pay me 
Enquire of her and Please write to Dr 


























Ill 


Harmonious MEDICINE.—“Doctors haven’t any more idea of har- 
mony than a Cincinnati man has of music,” said a brunette to her 
running mate not long ago. 

“Why, what’s the matter !” replied the other fair lady. 

“Well, I was down to see Dr. Blank and he prescribed some med- 
icine for me.” 

“But what was that to do with harmony?” 

“A good deal. He ordered me to take blue pills, and anybody 
ought to know that blue is not at all becoming to my complexion. 
I think doctors ought to learn a little something besides medicine.” 


BAD EFFECTS OF LAWN-TENNIS.—F rom the Boston Advertiser— 
Considerable talk is beginning to be heard about the marked effect 
which excessive lawn-tennis playing is having upon the physical well- 
being of American girls. Two or three instances will occur to any 
one familiar with Boston society in which the health of young ladies 
has been seriously impaired; while the cases in which good looks 
have been ruthlessly sacrificed are still more numerous. One mel- 
ancholy case might be given where a Boston girl, plump and rosy, 
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fair as Aurora and graceful as Hebe, has been transformed into a 
spare, angular maiden, sallow and muscular, simply by a too great 
devotion to the delights of the tennis-court. The fascinations of the 
game are such that players are insensibly led on to over-exertion, 
with grave results to health and beauty. 


BROMIDE of potash should never be mixed with an acid prepara- 
tion. 


PuyToLacca Decandra is a good anti-fat remedy. 

F.iuip Extract of Eucalyptus Globulus is highly recommended 
in whooping-cough. 

EssENCE of Wintergreen mixes well with, and disguises the taste 
of copaiba. 


Hyprocyanlic acid combats the albuminaria of diphtheria and is 
also useful in Scarlatinal Nephritis. 


THE British Medical Journal recommends Chloral Hydrate in 5 
to 10 grain doses as a specific in albuminaria with cedema of the 
lower extremities, dilated heart, etc. 


A sort paste is formed when quinia sulp. and salicylic acid are 
rubbed up together. 


CHLORAL Hydrate should be administered alone or in some 
simple solvent. 


TincTuRE of perchloride of iron is a good solvent for quinia 
sulp. 

CALABAR BEAN:—Flatulence and fluttering at the pit of the 
stomach, often so distressing to women at the menopause, are 
relieved by one-fiftieth of a grain of the Extract of Physostigma, 
repeated every half hour for six or eight doses. 


LACTOPEPTINE,—We recommend it; everybody recommends it. 
Why say more?—Read what they have to say about it in their adver- 
tisement. 


A New York judge was annoyed by the coughing of a person in 
court, and after remonstrating several times in vain, exclaimed, “I 
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am bound to stop that coughing. I'll fine you $1ro. I think that 
will stop it.” ‘“ Jedge,” said the cadaverous man who caused the 
trouble, “I'd be willin’ to pay $20 to hev that cough stopped. Ef 
you kin stop it fur $10, you’d better git down off’n that bench and 
go to practicin’ medicine. There’s money in it, jedge — money 
in it. 

A NOVEL way of determining sugar in the urine is detailed by a 
correspondent of L’Union Médicale. It appears that the correspon- 
dent paid a visit to Ab der Haman, a celebrated quack, who was 
forced to leave Algiers, and took his abode in the near neighbor- 
hood. A Frenchman belonging to the more educated classes had 
diabetes and went to consult the charlatan daily, furnishing him with 
specimens of his urine at each visit. He also furnished a druggist 
with them to act as a check upon the Arab. The day that the latter 
announced to him the absence of all sugar in his urine the druggist 
corroborated the statement. The patient astonished at the coinci- 
dence, and knowing that the Arab did not have resource to chemical 
agents, asked him what method he employed. “The thing is very 
simple,” quoth the quack, “ I throw your urine on the ground near 
an ant’s nest. The earth absorbs the liquid and the ants come out 
in numbers, attracted by the,sugar, which tends to remain upon the 
surface. To-day they have not come; hence, I conclude that there 
is no more sugar.” This might prove valuable where reagents 
cannot be obtained, and where the practitioner objects to the old 
method of tasting. 


Wm. S. MurRELL & Co., write us, that Wm. H. Tibbs, and Wm. 
Coulson, are retail agents for their preparations in Buffalo. We be- 
lieve Oscar Harris is also a wholesale agent. Their green root 
tinctures and extracts are as fine as anything we have ever used, 
and we use them daily. They are now furnishing sixteen states 
with them, and are constantly enlarging their sales. 


To REMOVE a Cinder from the eye it is recommended to send a 
flax-seed in after it, The glutinous substance which it forms with 
the lachrymal secretion, envelopes the irritating body which is carried 
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out thusencapsuled. Travelers on railway trains, who are peculiarly 
liable to receive cinders into the eye, should carry a small supply 
of flax-seed with them against these accidents. 


Tue American Psychological Journal reports the following de- 
scription of his wife’s condition by a husband who consulted a phy- 
sician for her relief: “Her head gets twisted up with ideas, and 
then she kind of gets mad at her own thoughts and fights it out 
with somebody else.” Our contemporary asks, who has ever given 
a better definition of insanity? 


Dr. BENJAMIN LEE, of Philadelphia, read a paper on “ Massage, 
the Latest Handmaid of Medicine.” ; 

Four methods were described,—viz., stroking, kneading, friction, 
and percussion. Vibration, as a modification of kneading was also 
referred to. One of the great advantages of massage in the treat- 
ment of disease is that it leaves no unpleasant after-results. In 
summing up, the doctor said: “Whenever we want to profoundly 
modify the process of nutrition, to remove effete material from the 
system, to stimulate assimilation and invigorate digestion, to soothe 
nervous irritability and relieve nerve-pain, to remove morbid deposits 
from around inflamed joints, to equalize the circulation, sending the 
blood from the hot head, the congested spine, or the laboring heart 
to the cold extremities, we shall, if we are wise, use massage.” 


“ Many have become victims to the use of Opium and Morphine 
from the administration of the drug for the relief of Neuralgia. It 
is very gratifying to observe that such dangerous consequences may 
be averted by the use of Tongaline or Liquor Tonga Salicylates, 
which is almost a specific in the acute form of that complaint.”— 
Medical Brief. 


PHILADELPHIA, June, 1884. 
DEAR Sir: At the meeting of the American Medical Association 
held at Washington in May last, an Amendment to Regulation II. 
was adopted, which provides that “ Membership in the Association 
shall be obtainable by any member of a State or County Medical 
Society recognized by the Association, upon application endorsed 
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by the President and Secretary of said Society; and shall be re- 
tained so long as he shall remain in good standing in his local 
Society, and shall pay his annual dues to the Association. 
Applications for membership, in the manner specified above, 
accompanied with Five DoLiars for annual dues, should be sent 
directly to the Treasurer, Dr. Richard J. Dunglison, Lock Box 
1274, Philadelphia, Pa.; on receipt of which the weekly Journal of 
the Association will be forwarded for one year to such member. 
Respectfully yours, 
WILLIAM B. ATKINSON, M. D., Permanent Sec’y. 


THE Summer Meeting (thirty-second year) of the Medical Society 
of Northern New York, will be held at the Town Hall, Saratoga 
Springs, Wednesday, August 6th, 1884. 


OBJECTIONS TO THE Picric Acip Trst:—Picric acid is not as 
reliable a test for albumen as was at first thought. Should the 
patient have been taking quinine, picric acid will throw down an 
albuminous deposit in the tested urine, though albumen be totally 
absent. By Herpeth’s test we can prove this deposit to be quinine. 
Potassium salts are likewise precipitated by the picric acid test and 
lead to blunders. Furthermore, an excess of albuminous urine 
dissolves the albumen precipitated by picric acid. G. 


Dr. McInTosnH’s BATTERIEs take the lead here. More of them 
are sold in Buffalo, we think, than all the others combined. This is 
due to two prominent reasons. One is they are full as good in all 
respects as other batteries, and in some better; and the other is, 
they do not hesitate to advertise in the medical journals, thereby 
bringing their wares before the profession in a proper manner. 

Their Uterine Supporters have a great sale, also. 


MELLIN’s Foop is now considered one of the best, if not the best, 
food for infants. We have used it in our practice for the sick, and 
find it far preferable to beef tea and many other “slops.” If our 
readers have not tried it, we advise them to do so at once. 


BuRDOCK SEEDs IN Psoriasis:—Tincture of fresh burdock seeds 
has been highly recommended in psoriasis inveterata. Take of the 
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fresh burdock seeds recently ground % ii, two-year-old whiskey, a 
pint. Macerate for two weeks. Dose, a tablespoonful well diluted 
three times a day. Dose for atonic dyspepsia,—a dessertspoonful. 


SALICYLIC Hair Tonic:— 

R 

Sodae Borax, 4.42 grams. 

Acidi Salicylici, 1.5 “ 

Cantharides Tinct., 22. cubic centimeters. 

Spiritis Myrciz, go. . " 

Aquez Rose, go. " * 

Aque Bulent. qsad. 240. “ " 

Dissolve the borax and acid in the boiling water; mix bay 
rum and rose water with the solution; then add the rest and filter. 
This preparation is especially recommended when the falling out of 
the hair is due to ptyriasis, and other scaley diseases of the scalp. 


Borax AND IODIDE OF POTASH FOR THE VoIcE.—A piece of 
borax the size of a pea dissolved in the mouth some ten minutes 
before speaking or singing strengthens the voice. Five grains of 
potassium iodide taken in a warm solution before going to bed the 
previous night also helps the voice when an extra effort is required. 


Evuca.Lyptus IN BALpNEss.—A California physician claims that 
the juice from eucalyptus leaves has induced the hair to grow on 
his bald head. He was in the habit of pounding to a pulp the 
leaves, which he applied to his head for the cure of headache, and 
was surprised to find a new and abundant crop of hair commence 
to grow.—Drugegist. 


CrEDIT TO WHOM CREDIT Is Dug.—Philip Doddridge (1702— 
1751) spoke of nerve stretching, and recommended it as a religious 
stimulant in his “Zeal and Vigour in the Christian Race.” 


‘Awake, my soul; stretch every nerve, 
And press with vigor on.” 
— Southern Clinie. 








